1/16/2017
The Knox City-O’Brien CISD Board of Trustees met on this date in regular session with the following members present:  Al Rios, Clint Lewis, Dale Turner, and Amanda Duke
Absent- Jeremy Eaton, and Scott Lynn
School personnel present: Louis Baty, Superintendent
Visitors Present: none
The meeting was called to order by Dale Turner at 7:00 pm.

Invocation was given by Al Rios
OPEN FORUM/ PUBLIC COMMENTS

APPROVAL OF 2015-16 FINANCIAL AUDIT
Motion was made by Amanda Duke at 7:40 p.m. seconded by Clint Lewis to approve the 2015-16 financial audit report as presented by Rick Rodgers representing James E.  Rodgers and Company.  Motion carried unanimous vote. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Motion was made by Clint Lewis at 7:43  p.m. seconded by Al Rios to approve by consent the following agenda items: Knox City-O’Brien CISD December 13, 2016 Regular Board Meeting minutes, attest November 14, 2016 and December 1, 2016 Haskell Knox SSA Management Board Minutes and all bills for payment.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

SELECTION OF AUDITOR FOR 2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR

Motion was made by Amada Duke at 7:45 p.m. seconded by Al Rios to contract with James E. Rodgers and Co to conduct the 2016-17 financial audit for the district.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

BOARD OF TRUSTEE ELECTION
Motion was made by Amanda Duke at 7:46 p.m. seconded by Al Rios to call the Board of Trustee Election on May 6, 2017 for the purpose of electing three members of the Board of Trustees. The election will be held at the Knox County Aging Services Building with early voting at the Knox City-O’Brien CISD Administration office beginning on April 24, 2017 and ending on May 2, 2017.  Joanna Delgado will serve as election judge.   Motion carried unanimous vote.
APPROVAL OF BID FOR PROPERTY HELD IN TRUST

Motion was made by Dale Turner at 7:47 p.m. seconded by Clint Lewis approve the bid accepted by the Haskell County Appraisal District Board of Directors for Parcel # 33240 from Robert Charles Simmons.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

CONSIDER BOARD OF TRUSTEE VACANCY AND POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT OF BOARD MEMBER

Motion was made by Clint Lewis at 7:50 p.m. seconded by Al Rios to appoint Jo Albus to fill the current term of Nick Jimenez as a member of the Board of Trustees.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

DISCUSSION CONCERNING DISTRICT AND CAMPUSES A-F RATING

Superintendent Louis Baty updated the board on the District and Campuses A-F ratings and the methods used to determine the ratings.  Mr. Baty informed the board these ratings were mandated by HB 2804 of the 84th Legislature as a preliminary work in progress report for the 85th Legislature. If the A-F rating system is continued the methods for computing the ratings will be modified and use more data for the ratings.  

REPORT OF E-RATE FUNDING AND INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES
Louis Baty reported to the Board the district has received funding notification from Schools and Libraries for the infrastructure upgrade requested in the E-Rate application.  

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION OPPOSING A-F RATING

Motion was made by Amanda Duke at 8:11 p.m. seconded by Dale Turner to appoint to adopt the following resolution in opposition to the A-F Rating system.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature has enacted legislation that requires the Commissioner of Education to implement a public school rating system that would assign A through F grades to schools and districts beginning with the 2017-18 school year; and 

WHEREAS, at least 16 states have implemented a similar rating system utilizing A through F grades for schools and districts and, to date, there is no definitive research that suggests these ratings have improved student or school performance; and

WHEREAS, in a recent statewide survey conducted by the State Board of Education, an overwhelming majority of Texans do not want high-stakes, standardized test scores to serve as the primary basis for a public school rating system; and

WHEREAS, the majority (55%) of the A through F grades are based on the State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR), a high-stakes, standardized test that does not accurately measure student learning; and

WHEREAS, the STAAR provides little meaningful information to guide student learning, inform teachers or report academic progress to parents; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioner’s proposed rating system utilizing A through F grades for schools and districts includes five domains and numerous unrelated indicators to determine a single grade, leaving the public with an invalid, disconnected reflection of school quality; and
WHEREAS, the Commissioner’s proposed rating system utilizing A through F grades for schools, and districts creates a false impression about students, ignores the unique strengths of each school, and unfairly reduces each student’s worth to the school’s assigned grade; and 

WHEREAS, we believe in the tenets set out in Creating a New Vision for Public Education in Texas (TASA, 2008) and our goal is to transform education in Knox City-O’Brien CISD  in accordance with these tenets; and

WHEREAS, we embrace meaningful accountability that informs students, parents, and teachers about the learning needs of each student and each school; and

WHEREAS, we believe our state's future prosperity relies on a high-quality education system that prepares students for college and careers, and without such a system Texas' economic competitiveness and ability to attract new business will falter; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Knox City-O’Brien CISD Board of Trustees calls on the Texas Legislature to repeal the rating system utilizing A through F grades for schools and districts and develop a community-based accountability system that empowers school districts to design their own internal systems of assessment and accountability that, while meeting general state standards, allows districts to innovate and customize curriculum and instruction to meet the needs and interests of each student and their communities; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that this new system should reduce the use of high-stakes, standardized tests, encompass multiple assessments, reflect greater validity, and, more accurately reflect what students know and can do in terms of the rigorous standards. 

APPROVAL TO PURSUE DISTRICT OF INNOVATION STATUS
Motion was made by Dale Turner at 8:14 p.m. seconded by Al Rios to pursue the designation as a District of Innovation.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF DISTRICT OF INNOVATION PLAN COMMITTEE
Motion was made by Clint Lewis at 8:15 p.m. seconded by Al Rios to appoint Shana Heard, Kelly Bartley, Kent Deville, Christie Howeth, Marsha Quade, Mark Tucker, Colin Howeth, Louis Baty, and Amanda Duke as members of the District of Innovation Plan Committee.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

.
PERSONNEL
SUPERINTENDENT EVALUATION

The Board conducted the annual evaluation of Superintendent Louis Baty.
SUPERINTENDENT CONTRACT
Louis Baty requested the board not take any action to extend his current contract subject to the terms discussed in the extension of the contract in January 2016 for the period July 1, 2016-June 30, 2019.

ADJOURN

Motion was made by Clint Lewis seconded by Dale Turner to adjourn at 8:38 p.m.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

_______________________

President, Dale Turner





ATTEST: ____________________________








Amanda Duke, Secretary

